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HOUSE BILL 449

M3, M1 (51r1222)
ENROLLED BILL
— Environment and Transportation/Education, Health, and Environmental Affairs —

Introduced by Delegates Fraser-Hidalgo, S. Robinson, Anderson, Angel,
Atterbeary, Barkley, B. Barnes, Beidle, Carr, Cullison, Ebersole, Frush,
Gutierrez, Healey, Hettleman, Hill, Hixson, Holmes, C. Howard, Kelly, Lam,
Lierman, Luedtke, A. Miller, Moon, Morales, Morhaim, Oaks, Pena—Melnyk,
Pendergrass, Platt, Reznik, B. Robinson, Smith, Turner, Valderrama,
Waldstreicher, A. Washington, M. Washington, C. Wilson, and K. Young

Read and Examined by Proofreaders:

Proofreader.

Proofreader.
Sealed with the Great Seal and presented to the Governor, for his approval this

day of at o’clock, M.

Speaker.
CHAPTER

AN ACT concerning

Environment — Hydraulic Fracturing -
Regulations

FOR the purpose of peehibiting requiring the Department of the Environment to adopt
certain regulations on or before a certain date; prohibiting certain regulations
adopted by the Department from becoming effective until a certain date; prohibiting
the Department from issuing a permit to authorize the hydraulic fracturing of a well

for the exploration or production of natural gas in the State until a certain date; from

EXPLANATION: CAPITALS INDICATE MATTER ADDED TO EXISTING LAW.
[Brackets] indicate matter deleted from existing law.
Underlining indicates amendments to bill.
Steike-eut indicates matter stricken from the bill by amendment or deleted from the law by

amendment.
ments.

Italics indicate opposite chamber /conference committee amend
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2 HOUSE BILL 449

=x bes defmmg a certam term; and
generally relatmg to hydrauhc fracturmg for the exploration or production of exd-ez
natural gas.

BY adding to
Article — Environment
Section 14-107.1
Annotated Code of Maryland
(2014 Replacement Volume)
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15 SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MARYLAND,
16 That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:

17 Article - Environment
18 14-107.1.
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4 HOUSE BILL 449

(A) (1) IN THIS SECTION, “HYDRAULIC FRACTURING” MEANS A DRILLING
TECHNIQUE THAT EXPANDS EXISTING FRACTURES OR CREATES NEW FRACTURES IN
ROCK BY INJECTING FLUIDS, OFTEN A MIXTURE OF WATER AND CHEMICALS, SAND,
OR OTHER SUBSTANCES, AND OFTEN UNDER PRESSURE, INTO OR UNDERNEATH THE
SURFACE OF THE ROCK FOR PURPOSES THAT INCLUDE WELL DRILLING FOR THE
EXPLORATION OR PRODUCTION OF NATURAL GAS.

(2) “HYDRAULIC FRACTURING” INCLUDES:

(1) FRACKING;

(1) HYDROFRACKING; AND

(111) HYDROFRACTURING.

¢ HR-NA A : : s ON OR BEFORE OCTOBER 1, 2016' THE
DEPARTMENT SHALL ADOPT REGULATIONS TO PROVIDE FOR THE HYDRAULIC
FRACTURING OF A WELL FOR THE EXPLORATION OR PRODUCTION OF NATURAL GAS
IN THE STATE.

SCHNEHHCEXPERES—FO: REGULATIONS ADOPTED BY THE DEPARTMENT IN
ACCORDANCE WITH SUBSECTION (B) OF THIS SECTION MAY NOT BECOME EFFECTIVE
UNTIL OCTOBER 1, 2017.

(D) THE DEPARTMENT MAY NOT ISSUE A PERMIT FOR THE HYDRAULIC
FRACTURING OF A WELL FOR THE EXPLORATION OR PRODUCTION OF NATURAL GAS

IN THE STATE UNTIL OCTOBER 1, 2017.
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SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect
October 1, 2015.





